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effective date of the MCL is 2 years following 
promulgation. For community water sys-
tems serving 10,000 to 75,000 persons, moni-
toring must begin within 3 years from the 
date of promulgation and the effective date 
of the MCL is 4 years from the date of pro-
mulgation. Effective immediately, systems 
that plan to make significant modifications 
to their treatment processes for the purpose 
of complying with the TTHM MCL are re-
quired to seek and obtain State approval of 
their treatment modification plans. This 
note affects §§ 141.2, 141.6, 141.12, 141.24 and 
141.30. For additional information see 44 FR 
68641, Nov. 29, 1979. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 141.1 Applicability. 
This part establishes primary drink-

ing water regulations pursuant to sec-
tion 1412 of the Public Health Service 
Act, as amended by the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (Pub. L. 93–523); and related 
regulations applicable to public water 
systems. 

§ 141.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part, the term: 
Act means the Public Health Service 

Act, as amended by the Safe Drinking 
Water Act, Public Law 93–523. 

Action level, is the concentration of 
lead or copper in water specified in 
§ 141.80(c) which determines, in some 
cases, the treatment requirements con-
tained in subpart I of this part that a 
water system is required to complete. 

Bag filters are pressure-driven separa-
tion devices that remove particulate 
matter larger than 1 micrometer using 
an engineered porous filtration media. 
They are typically constructed of a 
non-rigid, fabric filtration media 
housed in a pressure vessel in which 
the direction of flow is from the inside 
of the bag to outside. 

Bank filtration is a water treatment 
process that uses a well to recover sur-
face water that has naturally infil-
trated into ground water through a 
river bed or bank(s). Infiltration is 
typically enhanced by the hydraulic 
gradient imposed by a nearby pumping 
water supply or other well(s). 

Best available technology or BAT 
means the best technology, treatment 
techniques, or other means which the 
Administrator finds, after examination 
for efficacy under field conditions and 

not solely under laboratory conditions, 
are available (taking cost into consid-
eration). For the purposes of setting 
MCLs for synthetic organic chemicals, 
any BAT must be at least as effective 
as granular activated carbon. 

Cartridge filters are pressure-driven 
separation devices that remove partic-
ulate matter larger than 1 micrometer 
using an engineered porous filtration 
media. They are typically constructed 
as rigid or semi-rigid, self-supporting 
filter elements housed in pressure ves-
sels in which flow is from the outside 
of the cartridge to the inside. 

Coagulation means a process using co-
agulant chemicals and mixing by which 
colloidal and suspended materials are 
destabilized and agglomerated into 
flocs. 

Combined distribution system is the 
interconnected distribution system 
consisting of the distribution systems 
of wholesale systems and of the con-
secutive systems that receive finished 
water. 

Community water system means a pub-
lic water system which serves at least 
15 service connections used by year- 
round residents or regularly serves at 
least 25 year-round residents. 

Compliance cycle means the nine-year 
calendar year cycle during which pub-
lic water systems must monitor. Each 
compliance cycle consists of three 
three-year compliance periods. The 
first calendar year cycle begins Janu-
ary 1, 1993 and ends December 31, 2001; 
the second begins January 1, 2002 and 
ends December 31, 2010; the third begins 
January 1, 2011 and ends December 31, 
2019. 

Compliance period means a three-year 
calendar year period within a compli-
ance cycle. Each compliance cycle has 
three three-year compliance periods. 
Within the first compliance cycle, the 
first compliance period runs from Jan-
uary 1, 1993 to December 31, 1995; the 
second from January 1, 1996 to Decem-
ber 31, 1998; the third from January 1, 
1999 to December 31, 2001. 

Comprehensive performance evaluation 
(CPE) is a thorough review and anal-
ysis of a treatment plant’s perform-
ance-based capabilities and associated 
administrative, operation and mainte-
nance practices. It is conducted to 
identify factors that may be adversely 
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